
Kirara will be launched to the ISS in December 2021 

 

On December 21, 2021, "Kirara," which means shiny in Japanese, will be launched to the 

International Space Station (ISS) on a Space-X Dragon.  This is the third mission of Kirara.  

The following companies, research institutions and the national university will participate in 

the mission.  Some of them have been participating since Kirara first mission.  Team of 

Prof. Igarashi, Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences, University of Tokyo who 

achieved first cellulose synthesis by enzyme in space will launch samples related to the 

government project.  InnoStudio will launch samples to validate its breakthrough results for 

COVID-19 drug research and pharmaceutical stability in space, obtained before.  We also 

have samples prepared by school children in Kirara STEAM program.  As an auxiliary 

mission, Kirara accommodate SD cards and Labels for SDGs activities and promotion of 

space utilization.  

 

Japan 
https://www.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ 

 
http://www.confsci.co.jp/index_e.html 

 

 Shizuoka University Research 

Institute of Electronics 

Japan 
https://www.rie.shizuoka.ac.jp/?en 

 Bayer, Crop Science U.S.A 
https://www.cropscience.bayer.com/ 

 Hungary 
https://innostudio.org/ 

  Institut Laue-Langevin France 
https://www.ill.eu/lsg 

 

 
Spain 

https://www.iact.ugr-csic.es/ 
https://www.lec.csic.es/ 

 



Kirara STEAM program 
 

 

 

SD card / Label 
 

 
 

<Related article> 

Kirara starts STEAM program in space 

https://www.jamss.co.jp/en/kirara/news/index.html?idx=T1631236153 

 

Calling for samples of Kirara#3 to be launched in summer 2021 

https://www.jamss.co.jp/en/kirara/news/index.html?idx=T1617242775 

 

First experiments in space for COVID-19 drug research with Kirara 

https://www.jamss.co.jp/en/kirara/news/index.html?idx=T1606784086 

 

Kirara try crystallization of cellulase in space for neutron diffraction 

https://www.jamss.co.jp/en/kirara/news/index.html?idx=T1606265955 


